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WARNING: 

THE BEGINNING OF THE END. 



AN ADDRESS TO THE PUBUG 



PREFACE. 



Alteouqh addressing tlie general public, and deBu-ouB 
of being read by all, the Author cannot fulfil one of 
the first conditions for popularity ; he cannot make his 
writings light reading, he cannot make them such that 
they coiald he perused without effort or iiought ; they 
will be essentially heavy. They are not works of peace — 
of the poet or artist, who can quietly give way to his 
fancy and make his designs whatever he thinks will 
please : they are works of war and earnest, of one who 
expects attack, whose every advance may excite dis- 
trufit, whose every outwork may have to stand the fiiry 
of the elements and of man. In such work& all un- 
neeessary ornament is waste, all must be capable of 
defence ; such works attract only those who have some 
pei^onal or professional interest in them. The ledger 
of a thriving merchant may charm him more than the 
novel of the season, but the dull array of figures would 
appear little inviting to a stranger. The deep personal 
interest to all is the ground on which the Author claims 
attention, on which he ventuTOS to ask both attention 
and reflection. On his sueeess in attracting such deep 
interest poesibly depends much of the future happiness 
of mankind. 



THE 



DEEP OR SECKET MEANING OF THE BIBLE 

PROBABniTIES OF ITS EXISTENCE, AMD OF ITS 
NATURE. 



The preaeat painphlet is only introductory ; the long and 
laboured works contemplated by the BTithor would probably 
repel instead of attracting attention, unless the public had pre- 
Tiouely some g&ncral idea of what ih&y were all about ; unless 
some fitronger claim to notice wer'e made out ikss their pro- 
bably unin\"iting oxteriora. 

The author desirtja to submit to mankind a knowIedgCj which 
appears strange, dazzling, unearthly, professedly relating to 
things and beings belonging to vaster worlds than ours : the 
much-degired, the much-gought for, connecting link between 
men and higher intelleots. It has been found by bringing to 
light an ancient and long hidden knowledge. la it what it 
professes to be ? This is the question the writer dedrea to 
interest the learned in. A long serieH of researches, pniaued 
like the studies in any otheT science, and which will ibemselvee 
be submitted in due time to the public, have rceulted in laying 
bare to human gaze what professes to be the coarse of Spirit 
action, or that of euperhmuan minde^ in the affaire of men ; — 
how and why they act. So rational, so connected, bo natural 
is the whole account ; when once explained, so neceBsarily does 
it seem what they would really do, that the mind cannot but 
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wonder whelter it really oomea from the supposed actore, or 
wtether any mere human intellect could have imagined eo 
clearly, and with such prohability, how such being» would 
act, if ihey indeed interfered ia human affairs. If human, 
involving auch a grasp of mundane matters paat and present, 
of natural ecieiic&, of the workings of loen's minds individually 
or in mB&sefi^ and of the probabilities of higher spirits in accord- 
ance with all now known of the material universe and its laws, — 
ill short, involving- so g-rcat a knowledge and so great a mental 
effort, that no ono of tho present day could have been expected 
to produce it unaided. If the work of a past age, it must be 
of one far more advanced in science and intelligence than any 
of which we have record otherwise. 

Doubtless such knowledge was derived from some who were 
profoundly acquainted with Nature: and, if recorded in any 
book, the reader will probably anticipate that that book wiU 
be, the Bible. 

The present writer diacovcTcd it in attempts puraued for 
many years to decipher the symbolic and myatic portions of 
Scripture. As a young man he had his attention much forced 
to the Bubject, and fancied he had found a eluo to the method 
to be followed in solving the difficulties. By the eupposition, 
the author of tho inspired portions, the user of the symbols and 
allegories, ia the author of Nature : their meaning, therefore, 
ahould be detected by atudying the objects, used symbolicaBly, 
in Bomo way from a natural science point of view. Science 
being probably more advanced at the present day than at the 
time when the Scriptares were written, the authors, when treat- 
ing of natural facts and laws, would, unless reivlly inspired, 
probably often commit themscLvea, so that it would bo possible 
tfl demonstrate the matter one way or the other. This argu- 
ment, although often iiaed, does not strictly apply to tho Scrip- 
tures fts now read ; for if any portion ia symbolical, eaoteric &r 
Booret, not iixteudcd for those Erst addressed (tho apparent 
inoaning being intended for them), hut for a higher civilination, 
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accustomed to profsimd mental work, and likely tfcerefore to 
detect it, it would follow that the author must perhajis be judged 
rattier by the second meaniiig than by the firat. This would 
especially be the coee if the first teaching or allegwy were 
arranged more with referftuce to exprcsamg the deep meaning 
thau to conveying a correct record of facta; accuracy in the 
latter might interfere with accuracy in the more important 
matter of conveying the profound meaning. InacGuraoy in the 
first would signify less, alao, if it were stated that deep thought 
wsg required to secure the right jnterpTetatiou, But all this 
cannot be fully conaidered in a treatise like the present. 

Few win doubt that in some paseag-es, and to a ellght cstentt 
8ucli s^'mbolism and Tneaning eziBt. 

The process for arriving at the clue to Huch symbols, etc., 
must of course be submitted to, and judged by, the learned ; but 
it ia far too complicated and difficult to be given in a sliort 
treatise intended rather to give a general idea of results. 

It turns out, however, that instead of isolated portions being 
allegorical, etc.,— the bulb, if not the entire, work is alle- 
gorical, — a problem, however, far too vast to be determined 
by a single individuaL If tLe mass of the book is condonsed 
and difficult allegory, its interpretatioa must be far beyond the 
powera of any one luaa : a rough outline of its plan might. bo 
obtained, but that would probably be all. 

As to the test then^ whether the authors of this secret know- 
ledge were ignorant of, aud contradieted, natural laws now 
known, that ia now Settled. Tho problem now to be solved ia-, 
who was really the author (not the mere Bcribe) of a work re- 
quiring so profound a knowledge of Nature, indiRputably beyond 
that possessed by our own professors of science. 

This esoteric or deep meaning conveys the knowledge of social 
science, that regulating the relationshipa of intelligent beinga 
towards each other, or when acting- together, founded on, and in 
harmony with, the general laws of Nature. It may he called the 
natural system of social ecience, or natural politics, or statecraft. 



10 



The Bible expounds, and commands this syatfim, and tliia only. 
Ererytliing wticli can be demonstrated contrary to Nature i§ 
to be rejected, on whatever authority givea : what can be de- 
monstrated % law of Nature, unmodified by any other law, is to 
be obeyed, apite of authority to the contrary. This is the Bible 
system ; anythiog which can be demonstrated antagoniatic to 
Nature has not biblical authority, and what Nature coininandH, 
the Bible coramanda. 

Of course the question arises, What la natural P to answer it 
correctly will be one of our difficultiGB, especially at first. "We 
have erred bo widely from. Nature, contracted so many vieiouB 
habits, coerced and stifled bq mauy natural ioetincts and desires, 
accustomed ouraelvea to such erroneous standards for action, et«., 
that we hardly know what ia natural, or not ; and iu our 
attempts to get. back to Nature we ehaU perhaps make grievous 
errors at first. Those who desire to bring human Bociety back 
to Nature, must accustom thcmscLvea to regard Nature as 4 
whole; they must not let their miuds dwell on ieolutcd l^we, 
but must observe how the various antagonistic forces balance 
and correct each other to produce an. harmonious whole. An 
untrained child will naturally snatch at all tho sweets within 
its reach, if its fingers are well rapped the natural desire to 
avoid pain will induce it to wait quietly till it hag its fair share 
allotted to it. Society trains its young to wait for fair division, 
because it perceives all will benefit most thereby : each indivi- 
dual will get a portion of what ia to be enjoyed, whilst in a 
general aeramble much would be wasted, some would get 
nothing, and none or few could enjoy in peace and quietness ; 
evea the etrongest would be watched, that their portions might 
be snal«hed from them if they slept fwr a moment. Much of 
the pleasure of intellectual beings, consititing in appreciation and 
delicate ta&tej requires calm and freedom from disturbance ibr 
itfi full development ; hence their natural desire for fair divihiou 
AB the best means to seCTii& full enjoyment. 

In forming a sy&tem, the nature of those for whom it is 
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^■formed must be considered. If wolvea and elieop could compre- 
^^ liend Nature, and arrange ttc world to Bult themselves, both 
' would probably be governed by natural laws, yet tlie arrange- 
ments made by either would probably diflfep widely from that 
of the other. 

Many things may be natural, yet we would strive to destroy 
I them with all our power ; blights, plagues, peatilenceSi may be 
■ natural, yet we would annihilate them if we could. Many 
^B desires and inatineta in ourselves may be natural, or by habit 
^^have become so, ov like natural desires, yet we may strive to 
^^ eradicate them. Drunbeanesa may be as strong, or stronger, 
^Hthan any natural lust, yet we may strive to conquer it. The 
i child's longing to snatch may be natural enough, yet the trouble 
, it leads it into may make it subdue this propensity. Natural 
I forces, if found hurtful, will be tjonquered by bringing stronger 
to bear agaduat them. 

If any race of bcing;s had the power to arrange estomal 

nature as they pleased, it would bo necessary for them to con- 

I eider what would be moat for their advantage; and to arrange 

^B accordingly would be natural for them. If sbeep bad tliis 

^^ power, it would not be natural for them to reason thus ; Wolves 

are intended by the laws of Nature and the will of Nature's 

b author to eat aheep ; in obedience to these laws, therefore, we 
muat arrange matters so that wolves may have a plentiful sup- 
ply of sTieep. If by this arrangement some sheep suffer, they 
muat remember they suffer in obedience to tho laws of the 
L Creator, and muat strive to submit with, patience and for- 
^^titude, etc. Such arguments might be natural if used by 
^^ the wolvea, but should we consider them natural if used by 
^^ the sheep? 

^M Again it ia natural to gratify deeirea, but it is not natural for 
those who can foresee to disregard consequences, A man who 
has £1,000,000 may spend £1,000 in a single day's enjoyment 
with his friends; but would a man with only £1,000 be con- 
gidered Ln his sensea who spent the whole on a day'a pleasure? 
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would tbe atter diBregard of the future in hla case he thougtt 
natural? Would mankind g,ct naturally, or insanely, if in any 
one season thoy consumed their whole stock of grain for food 
without leaving: sefid. to supply the nest harTest? 

Hence it cannot be natural for rational beings to diBregard the 
future. To say that following Nature meana the gratification of 
every momentary last, regardless of consequeucoa actuEdly fore- 
wen by reMon, is to assert a Ue. It is natural for all beings 
to procure the greatest amount of happiness and enjojinent they 
can. It ia natural for them to use all the powers they posseaa 
in so doing. For beings who foreaee consequences it would bo 
natural to pause, before gratifying immediate desires, to consider 
whcthor they would endanger their future enjoyment ; foreseeing 
no fututo e\~il, it would be natural for them to onjoy the present ; 
foreseeing evil, they would act accordingly. 

To secure existence, enjoymentj and permanent happiness, 
would surely he tho aim of every rational being acting naturally. 
Such is the great fundamental law laid down by the Bible for 
eyery rational being, and for every society on which to build up 
its eocial aystem. All the lawa and all the parte of the Byatem, 
bein g natural, have enjoyment without inj ury to future proapecta 
for their object. 

But much has to be considered before accepting the Bible Eia 
our social guide. Why accept this book rather than others 
believed by large numberfl of mankind to be truer guides ? If 
it be trucj aa the traditions of many religious affirm, that 
such religions ara only temporary, and that all mankind will 
some day come round to one only as the real permanent system, 
it is evident that the arguments for that one must not be merely 
fidch as will couviace those who already receive it, hut must be 
Buch OB to satisfy even its opponents that they Lave misunder- 
etood it, and that it, or none, is the real syatom. 

To supply these arguments is what tho present writor pro- 
feasea to do. Only bo it understood he rather desires to make 
mea think &nd determine for themselv^, than to determine 
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for thom. The plan of men Xollowing their leadsrs bliudfold is 
aeither desired, nor will it be acquiesced ia., by him. 

I«fc U3 take the auppoaitiou which ia tlie groundwork of every 
professing revelation. All profeaa to reveal the will of the 
Creator, of the Auttor of Nature and ourseWea (a part of 
Nature), of the Supreme Ruler of all beings and things. That 
there is a vast, or infinite^ society of beings, rational like our- 
»elveB, of every degree of knowledge, age, and power, from the 
Infinite downwards ; that admiBsion to such Bociety dependa 
on obedience to certain laws ordained by the Supreme ; that 
refusal to aubmit excludes from euch admissioa ; that the ex- 
cluded, driven into some coafined epaoe, form another eociety, 
the only other permanent society existing in the universe, — all 
other societies being temporary, infantile, like oura on earth. 
Such ia very nearly the foundation of all professiug revelations, — 
■ the supposition on which they agree ; they differ in the system 
they build on it, in, the laws necessary to secure admiasion to 
the supposed society, etc. 

Thua all the great religious sects, or beKevers in revelation, 
may be classed together. But besidea these there are many, 
and amongst them some of the groatest thinkers the world has 
produecd, who deny any revelation whatever ; flccmingly think- 
ing that all profo93ing revelations must be false but one, &:id as 
all have points in common, and there is no great distinction 
between them, probably all are false. But the rejcetora of 
revelation also differ among themselves ; some believe in a great 
Supreme Spirit, but imagine bia work would be ao perfect that, 
once put in operation, it would require no farther regulating by 
tim ; he would not interfere by revelation or otherwiae. Some 
may believe in a higher esietence, but think the spirita of that 
society would he fully able to deal witk those entering it without 
i troubling themaelvos about the matter beforehand; at any rate 
it would be the simplest plan to havo earthly matters so arranged 
that men would naturally be fitted for the next atage of existence. 
Others believe In no Supreme Spirit at all, matter or material 
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having always existed, and all living beings being subject 
its laws. 

Be dU thia aa it th&j, thinking men may be divided into two 
classes, those who do, aad thoso who do not, accept a revolation. 

Now, we ask ; Can a aingle human being, who profeaaea to 
hflTS the full use of his faculties, look his feUow-men in the face 
and deny the truth of what follows P 

If there be a Creator, aud Nature be hia work, and all created 
beings part of Nature, then the laws of Nature and of any being's 
existence must ha Hia laws. The universe, and the great society 
of the universcj must be SBtablished bj him and exist according 
to his lawB ; the laws of the universe, or of Nature. Now it is 
not likely his government consists of two sets of laws, directly 
hostile or destructive of each other. The society of the universe 
ifl not governed by natural laws and by a set of non-natural or 
opposed laws. Depend on it, the system under which all ilve 
is the natural system of the universe; and all rational beings 
are TBijuIred to make their special, or bye laws, in harmony 
therewith. 

If there is no Supreme Bein*, no Creator, evidently Nature ia 
what all beiugs are dependent, on for their happiut!S3, and they 
can only prociurc it in nccoTdance with Nature's laws. 

Either way Nature must form the foundation of all social 
syetems intended to procure the happiness of those who live in 
and on Nature. Will any dony tho above? 

Whether, then, there bo a revelatiou, or not, the lawa of the 
universe or of Nature must rule those living io Nature. At any 
rate tho taslc of demonatration would surely lie with tliose who 
assert the contrary. Men may accept without much difficulty 
that, they are bound to obey the laws of Nature, but surely they 
would rcijuiro absolute demoastration to induce them to own 
that they were boimd to act contrary to the laws of Nature. It 
ifl coaceivablo aUo that a perfect system might be formed in 
accordance with Nature ; but it is difficult to imagine how a 
perfect social sysUim could bo formed opposed to Nature : those 
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' n-ho live in and on T4'ature arc bd dependent on its Uwa tKat it ig. 

difficult to see how tlicj could sustain a aystotn oi opposing lawa 
withoat an immense effort., which effort made in ho^rmonf with 
Nature would probabl/ procure a vast amoimt of extra wealth 
and happiness from it. That a Supreme Creator should com- 
mand aiLch opposition to hia ov^a primitive lawa ia a proposition 
whi&h would need o deal of proof. 

Now suppose any particular professing revelation commanded 
atrict obedicnco to Nature, affirming Nature's lawa to be God'a 
laws and forbad any departure from them; commanded all 

Intional beings to study the lawa of Nature and every aociety to 
mabo ita syat&m, or bye law3 so to speak, in strict concordance 
therewith; declared any local law oontraveniDg- a natural law a>a 
pull and void, and that all systeraa departing from the natural 
would be destroyed, and those who would not renounce such 
would perish with them. Suppose alao that aueh professed 
revelation gave an outline of what the natural system abould 
I bo, showing how to get the greatest wealth and happiness from 
^^^ature ; pointing out also to beginners in Bocial acience the 
1^ errora they were likely to fall into. Moreover, that this very 
^^book aaid, "You are to test -everything by Nature; this book 
^Fitself you are only to aecapt bo far as you find it accords with 
Kature, anything in it you can ahow contrary to Nature you are 
ti) reject. It 13 merely explanatory, eapecially of matters which 
^^ooncem finite beings, but which, from their limited and local 
^Hpowers, etc., it would he difficult for them to arrive at." Would 
not such a work be far more worthy of attention than any book 
teaching some non-natural system? 
1^^ Snch ia tho Bible. 

^K Again, on the supposition that there ia a Supreme ILuler, and 

^Kthat one social system only is recognized by him ; is it hkely 

^^ there would be two or more revelations given to a world like 

oursP Different parts of the same system might be revealed at 

different times, but there ate not likely to be two reve-lations of 

the same thing. It is hardly imaginable the same system would 
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he reveal^ twiOQ, two sets of teacltinga of th« same laws. Many 
minds have a difficulty in realizing that the Creator of the 
TTniverae, and the great Society of tte Spirita, would, disturb 
the established order of the lieavena and the earth to communi- 
cate with the infant mitea of a floating speck in space, aa our 
earth, is. But that they should go on revealing the same infor- 
matioQ over and over again would certainly aeem incredihle. 

But be it so; granted there are two revelations teaching the 
Bame system. As they both, teach the same, it would not matter 
much which we took; it would be like taking a choice of the 
grammars of a language, or of elementaTy works on a Bcience ; 
all would teach the same laws, though the methods might vary. 
Both probably would be equally good, both being- by the sup- 
position from the AHwiae ; unless we ima^ne that. Boding the 
first faulty, he had corrected it in the second edition; a mere ■ 
absurdity. In fact the euppoaition of more than one revelation 
of tho MHQe thing involvea ao many abaurdities, that probably 
no one pretending to reaeoii. will maintain it. 

Hence, if HEveral pretended revelations professed to teach 
Nature, the question would arise, Are they all mere human 
treatises, or ia any one of them really & revelation P 

What ifl a revelation ? "We will not now discuss this ; enough 
at the present that the mass of mankind know well enough what 
the expression means, and is not likely to be led away from the 
main argniraent by the rubbish about its meaning the perceptions 
of great intellects, etc. Moat men evidently perfectly well iin- 
deratand tho difference between a Newton discovering the lawB, 
of Nature, and a revelation. It is curious that gome self estimated 
great intellects seem incapable of seeing the distinction, showing 
an absence of what is really common sense. In the common 
BGnae way we now use it ; hereafter we may discuss what it ia, fl 
and how given, and possibly may arrive at a different meaning 
from the received one ; tho received one, however, will oontCT^J 
US at present. 

It is evident that all mere human treatiaea would take Nature 
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^■and natural lawa for tlie bases of their systems ; they would be 
^Battenipta to grasp clearly the laws on which hiimaQ prosperity 
^Hand happineae depended. Or they would he attempts to grasp 
^B&nd elucidate the natural system of society. The only professed 
^Bireveltitioas tho studenta and teachera of Nature would pay jLttcn- 
^Kiion to would he those teaching Nature; they would study them 
Hras they would any work on natural acieuco. Tliey niig;ht i-eject 
the revelation-pretenaionB, or auppose an author called his work 
divine, etc., because it taught Nature, that lb the laws of the 

I Divinity, or becaniso he thought thus most rendily to get it 
accepted hy the people. It is clear the rejecters of all revelatiou 
■would pay no attention to a professed Teyelation which also 
taught a syBtom. opposed to Nature. 
If any syeteni, then, ia ever to attract and include all mankind, 
Burely it must be the natnrnl. If we farther imagine the whole uni- 
'■veraefuU of beinga intelligent like ouraalTea, but varying- in age, 
in experience and knowledge already acquired, and in physical 
conformatioa suited to the immense varieties of eircumatanccH 
in the physical universe, the mind refusea to realize that any 
eysteiQ except the natural could harmonize such infinite variety. 

I "We have now atrirud at this : no work teaching a nou-Datural 
Bystcm can by rational beings he put in competition with one 
teaching the nattiral. 
Any work teaching the natural syatem really and correctly 
will not be opposed to any other work teaching the same truly 
and correctly. If they are oppoeed in esBentials, or otherwise 
I than in method, they cannot both be correct. 
^H There may be many human treatiseB on the subject, hut it 
^^ seems improbable there should be more than one Mvelation, if 
^_ any revelation ex.i&ts at all. 

^H l^ow the Bible professes to be a revealed treatise on Natural 

^H Social Science ; on that science which governs the intoreourae of 

^^ the whole universe of intelligent beluga, as much of it at least 

as coueerus us as infant intelligences locally situutcd as we are. 

Now, apart from the revelation-pretence, ia it really a treatise 
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on social science 1>7 any one who knew anything about it P Is 
it worthy the attention of men of Boience, of statesmeu, and all 
who make such matters their study P If ao, it is separated from 
all works not teaching Nature, as far as regards the student of 
Nature and the man of science ; but it is not yet separated from 
other treatiaea ou natttral social Bciieuce, whether professedly 
inspired or not. 

But tho writer will now make some aaaertiona regarding- the 
BlMe, and when needful will lay their demonstration before the 
learned, which, if true, will entirely remove the Bihlo from any 
other cla&9 of writings, and place it q^uite alone aa a work of ita 
own species. 

Aa before saidj it is allegorical to a far greater extent than 
usually supposed ; but it is also widely different in its real 
meaning from what is usually supposed. "Wrapped in. the now- 
received teaching lies its deeper meaning, instruction in the 
great social system of the universe. Wrapped in its veil, so to 
apeak, lies that knowledge which renders it poaaible to form the 
natural or perfect society ;. but which at the same time renders 
all non-natural systems impossible. Destructive of the latter, it 
leaves only the choice of the naturtd aystcm, or of fatal anarchy. 
It ia difficult to esplaia the relation of the two dactrinea to each 
otherj till the concealed one ig developed, tiymbolism, allegory, 
or parable, though used to represent the connection, do not 
quite convey the idea. It ia almoat impossible to make any 
assertion about it which will convey the truth, and not need 
modification. 

Tho ayatcm now taught may be regarded aa preparatory or 
infantile, teaching things and ideas, commanding tho&o who are 
not yet experienced enough to reason, compare, and judge for 
thomaolves ; but temporary, professedly temporary, to be super- 
aeded by the permanent, retjuiring reason and the exercise of 
all the faculties. K man is to he regarded aa an infinite being, 
and likely to join an infinite society, rules would not be given 
for every accident of existence, but classes of rules and examples 
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of eact ; and faculties by which to act in each special caae from 
tnowing the generalities. 

The heavens, ao to Bpeak, would not he bowed down to tfinch 
men to work in harmony, not to murder each other, and not to 
ateal. There is no noed of Divine wiBdom to teach auch Tery 
simple elements of eociety as these; plenty of human intellects 
can perceive thus much. Whilst aanctioning su^h elementary 
rules the Bible is not really essentially occupied with indiTidual 
crimeSj but with the great social or political eirora which destroy 
millions, and render teas of millions miserable or l&se happy 
than they mig-ht be ; errors which muat be locally limited, 
which, introduced into the great society of the univerfle, would 
produce an extent of misery which only the Infinite Ilimaelf 
could fully comprehend. It would be easy enongh to restrain a 
thief or a murderer, but the propagation of a aocial error, or of 
B false law in Nature, might work mi&chief which in an. infinite 
society could not be permitted. What is reaUy taught, then, in 
tho Bible, la practical and correct social science, what men call 
statecraft, poKtios, etc., not religion or ceremony towards the 
Deity, idolatry aa the Bihle would call it. What it commands 
JB obedience to, and study of, Nstiire, education, the deTfilopmant 
and nse of all the faculties of mind and body, according as each 
poaseasea them, 

Yet thia by no means gives all the points of view from which 
the system now taught is regarded in the Bible. Although 
called God-given, it ia also caUod erroneous, rebellion, and 
.primitive. It is this Assertion that it is GoD-given, commanded 
educational, and leading to the truth, that haa prevented thinkers 
from seeding through it, so to speali, and uudei'standing thoroughly 
the opposite mode of speaking of it sometimes iiaed. It is, as 
it were, GoD-commanded, yet rfebEllion; GkiD- developed, yet 
erroneous ; to be obeyed, yet to ha renounced ; paradox ap- 
parently, y-et capable of esplanatiou ; though the explanation is 
long and not aimplc. An outline may be given aa foUowa ; 
Those who rebel against Nature or God's rule are excluded 
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irom Nature or God's kingdom. But as created spirits have no 
where else to gOj tbey muBt either he annihilated, or some place 
allotted to them ; if the latter, they are merely excluded from 
the society of ohedient spirits and from the universe generaEy. 
Their existence and the apace left them are of course of grace ; 
they haye no rig-ht to any of Nature's benefits, the privileges of 
the kingdom they have rejected. Rejecting God's kingdom 
they are left to form any aystem they please, but this is an 
impossibility without using some of the rights and powera of 
that which they ba,Te rejected ; their -esiateiice, all their n^- 
teriale, and even their thinking powera, belong to what they 
have rejected. 

If, however, it is in infancy, or in utter ignorance that the 
rebellion has been made, it may not be counted altogether as 
rebellion. From the obedient society perbapa the rebels may be 
excluded, by its- act, aa well as by their own ; yet the Almighty 
may not regard them as having rejected himself and the laws of 
Nature, but as having done a very foolish thing without meaning 
it. By the supposition that they have no right to a aingle exist- 
ing tbing, thoy must create, but they cannot. The Almighty 
therefore allows them &pace and materiala, and gives them a 
ayetcm. The ayatcm cannot be Nature, for they hoTO rejected it, 
apparently therefore wishing something else ; also, if rebels en- 
joyed the rights and privileges of the obedient, there would be 
no bond to remain in Ifaturo ; they are doubly excluded. The 
Almighty thereforfr, as if regarding them aa desirous to serve 
him in a different way to that ordained, gives them that sy'Stem 
they would perfect if they could. Wliich system they must now 
for the time obey : they can exist in it, reflect, Icam, compare, 
fltc.f think over their fault, and return, when they repent, to 
the tmo Byetem ; submitting of course to terms which are sure 
to bo imposed on thera when wishing to tcnniiiato their rebel- 
lian< If tbey will not ao eubrait, it ia evident the systera granted 
them can only be temporary to give time for reflection ; the 
very space belongs by right to the univei-se of loyal subjects and 
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must erontuBlly be rettinied. The persistent in robpllion, if not 
anniliilutod, will really be excluded from ^Nature, if that ia pos- 
sible, or at any rate from all ita rights and priTilegeB. 

We now havej as it were, three states. Nature, or the ordi- 
nary government of the Supreme. A primitive or corrective 
system, called, hy the Bible, the Law, temporarily permitted, 
giring timo to those under it to reflect before finally rejecting 
Nature, Lastly, those who poraist in rejection, or will not think 
wLen commanded to 60 so, are allowed to suffer the consequences, 
as lar as compatible irith their exiat-en&e, and lose, by their own 
act, all the privileges of Nature. 

Those who will reflect on thk will perceivQ the clue to much 
that has hitherto seemed iueomprehGnaiblo in tho Bihle^ and to 
m&ny of its apparent coutradictiona. Kyidently the law may be 
GoD-glven, yet those under it may be in rebellion, they may be 
hound to return to Nature ; yet they cannot return as they pleaae. 
A man Idcbed out of a house for had conduct cannot demand 
readmissiou, even though he hae since learned to behave himself. 
The best Becnrity to those who remain in the house that he will 
not again annoy them, ia hia total exclusion ; so others have to 
ba consulted besides himself; others must give accmity for his 
future conduct. 

The Law, ot temporary society, cannot bo left presumptuously 
even by those wishiDg to return to obedience : until readraission 
it must be obeyed; and the readmiseion must be in the way 
commanded. Rebelhon against the secoad aysteiu is likely to 
be severely punished, and may result in destruction or total 
exclusion from both it and the first, or natural. 

The other point of view haa already been alluded to, that the 
uow-KC^ived system is elementary or infantile, to be given up 
as soon as the higher oae can be comprehended. 

Now combine the two views. What is primitive, or coraec- 
tional, for adults and the strong, may be nutritive and guardian 
for infants and the weak. Children and criminals are both 
partially deprived of liberty, both made to do task-work, both 
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allowanced in their food, etc. ; yet, for the one, kindness, for the 
othftp BBverity, may direct the syBtem. Evidently, howevcij 
children are not to peraiat in puerilitiea when they know better. 
The above by no meanB exhaaet the points of Tiew from which 
the Bible and its two teachings may be regardod. Indeed if it 
were really, as pretended, the work of the Author of Nature, it 
might, like his other worksj natural objects, be infinite in its 
relations to Borromidiisg objects ; in its case, infinite in its 
bearings on apirit, or intelleotua.1 affairs. It by no means followe 
that any of the Tiewa now giyen Ib either the moat important, or 
even the true one. In regarding & natural object sometimes 
examination from seT&ral points of view m necessary before its 
real nature can be determined; in this latter caaa it frequently 
happenB, it ia perceived, that if previous views have given a 
correct idea of the object, there must be a point of view not yet 
tried from which it would present a certain foreknown appear- 
ance : attaining that point of view then will test the accuracy of 
the idea, formed, by the object appearing as predicted, or the 
oontrary. The writer imagineft the Bible thaliengea the 
application of some auch hmal test. But the test itaelf, and 
ita expected resultB, muet of course he accurately determined 
firet 

Suppose the work EKvine, educational, and induciva; leading 
men on, and adapted for all times, and especially for the greatest 
thinkersj or leaders of others- It would poaaeas ideas, and lead 
up to them, before they were otherwise known. It would judge 
men's erTOrs beforehand and warn of them, so that they might 
be more easily detected, and avoided almost aa aoon as perceived. 
But if thua in advance of Its pupila, it could not name things 
and ideas in their language, which things and ideas th&y had 
never posBesaed Of esperienced, ooneequently had no worda to 
kBXprcfiS them. Part of ita language therefore must be symbolical 
I or pictorial, uatng things they did knowj or natural objecto, so 
that when in their progress they beoarae acquainted with more 
advanced ideas they might still find them described and judged. 
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The pictorial language might contain simple lesaons for ohildron, 
the deeper meaning, for advanced adiilte, 

Now if all asserted abore could bo proved, two, and two aup- 
poaitioDS onlj, could account for the Book. 

(Allu8Lon is not now intended to tha secret knowledge of tlie 
natural sciences Bome of the more learned of the ancienta, eape- 
cially the priests, possessed; the knowledge now contemplated 
must have been far beyond this, and was perhapa the source 
from which theirs bad filtered down.) 

If a book exists contaiuing a knowledge beyond what ie known 
to have beea attained during the historic period of our race, and 
evidently the work of a higher civilization than any of which 
other traces remain, either it muet be derived from another 
Bphercj or from a civilization pre-existing to our historic period. 

Let us reflect a little oa the latt&r, or noQ-revclation, side of 
the question, and more especially on the opinion of thoa« who 
imagine man to have ciiated on thia earth for countlesa agea. 
When, and how, did man first get civilized, and how is it he 
never attained to what may be caRed a permanent civilization P 
By this phraae is meant a civilization which encouragea thought 
and observation, and consequently progress ; which therefore 
must be always advancing, and neceaaitates never-ending de- 
velopment ; the moment that ceases it becomes dead or barbarous. 
animal-like ; it is merely a more or less inteUigcnt animal. I 
hope to show on u future occasion that this is the Biblical idea^ 
How is it, if men havo ex:isted for countless ageSj that high 
civilizations have all perished, none have attained the permanent 
state ? Could they never so far control the powera of Nature 
and of barbarism aa not to be destroyed by them ? We could 
easily imagine our own civilization surviving all attacks, de- 
veloping aJid continuing for indefinite ages. Why are we living 
at the commeacement of a. civilization instead of at an advanced 
period of its couTfle ? If inteUectual beings have recently (geo- 
logically speaking) originated on the earth, of course we are at 
the commencement of such a period ; but if they are ancient 



24 



on the earth, how comes the civilizatioa recent, or if aneient, 
mtermittent ? 

The Bible saya a bar exiats to aU ciTilizationa not founded on 
the natural system. They can reach a certain point and no 
more; they must then be hiirlud back into barbRrism, wither 
and die : such periods moreover endangering the very existence 
of the race. It is difficnlt for men even to reach this full point, 
minor cataatrophee constantly retarding tho partial civilizationa 
and preventing their becoming general. 

Now is this assertion true ? Is the natural system the only 
possible permanent one ? Who asserts it ? Is it an inspired 
aaaertion ? Or is it the experience} of a eivilization which perished 
ifl consequence of this law ; which its- learned discovered too late 
to save the society to which they belonged P Is thia the reason 
w^hy man is ancient, but civilization recent, on our earth ? Did 
the old civilization sink in a deluge of barhariam, leaving only 
a few survivors to hand down their terrible experienco in out 
Bible? Curioua knowledge, unfitted and unintelligible to the 
untrained minds around them. Unable to raise tliese untutored 
boinga suddenly to their own profound knowledge, yet fearing it 
might perish with thcmeelves ; unable to communicato the dread 
secret which destroyed their own Bociety, yet fearing that un- 
known, it might in turn destroy that to arise after them, they 
embalmed it, bo to speak, in simple moral talea and rules adapted 
to the rude minds about them, yet eo UBing- the namea of natural 
objects, etc., that if profound thought ever csisted ag'ain it 
might probably detect their real meaning. Taking a few of the 
more intelligent of the young chiefs aa pupils, and gradually 
forming colleges, they taught them all they dared, and left them 
to complete, aa timca permitted, the system they had sketched. 

la thia the real history of the Bible ? Is thia the inspiration 
really intended ? la thia the origin iu other religions of the gods 
and demigods of old ? Has an old civilization perished, suddenly, 
leaving a few like our Humboldts, op Herschels, or Faradays, 
with their vaat knowledge and fine intelligent heads, amongst a 
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deluge of savages ? Neither on tlils, nor on the uiepirxition theory, 
. doeg it follow that the actual seribea, or writers employed, knew 
of the fiMOud Qt de&p meaning; in some instances they Becm 
conscious of, and allude to it ; more frequently they seem utterly 
unconscious of any eecond meaning in the aentences they pemied. 
Now whether it be inspiration, op the result of profound thought 
[Bad long cxperionee, the assertion, that Nature allows of only 
one aocial syatom amongst intelligent beings, thus securing 
harmoay amongst them, whilst natural laws eventually deetroy 
all other systems, is certainly worthy of atteation and examina- 
tion. It 13 asserting that that power of beeping aE freBli and 
pure which, we see in the material, exists also in the moral or 
intellectual world. That all degeneration, corruption, etc., is 
isolated, cut off, and finally dissipated. It may be the assertion 
of some fool or knaTO wishing for some ailly or sel£eh puriJOSM 
' to frighten mankind, hut there is something about it which could 
hardly allow of its being dismissed without enquiry. Surely 
they who puid no attention to such an assertion would deserve 
their fate, if it turned out trae. 

If such law really exists, have we yet reached that point of 
development at which its threatened action becomes dangerous? 
An important question. Apart from any superhuman or un- 
earthly influences, it is not very difficult partially to pictui'e the 
nature of the danger. Civilization cannot go beyond a certain 
point, unless men are highly educated and think deeply : more- 
over, unless thej arc generally educated ; a. few highly developed 
minds ruling a parcel of boors ia not high civilization. Deep 
thought, etc., must lead to study of, and observance of Nature, 
and this must lead eventually to the perception that any false 
system is false. It must alao lead to the perception that the true 
system must, eomo how or other, bo natural. It does not follow 
that the natural scheme wiU he at once comprehended, or easily 
formed. But if the false system has opposed or restrained Nature; 
if it haa been unjust to parts of the community, it wilt iaspire 
contempt in proportion as it dififera from Nature, and hatred in 
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proportion ae it repressed, or wm unjust, TVTiilat flvidently those 
who have aet up aa teachers, and perhaps ptdtended to divine 
authority, will fear to appear ridiculous, and those whom the false 
aystem haa chiefly benefitted will fear to lose all their superiority 
or even to be held aa usurpers. Hence the struggle would be 
bitter proportionally to the divergeace between the two, and the 
hold the falae had obtaiaed over the minde of ite odheronta. In. 
&ucb struggla evidently all who behove in no revelation would 
logically be on the natural side ; many of the depraved and 
indifferent would join it, hopmg to gratify their natural lusts, 
thuB causing alarm amongst the peaceable and well to do, and 
amongst aU who s-peeially benefitted from the supposed fabe 
ayatem. In such struggle too, rulers however strong are Ukely to 
be eomewhat paralyzed by the tremendous responaibility of 
combating Nature ; of crushing a system professing to renounce 
everything which could be demonstrated non- natural. Especially 
would such rssponsibibty weigh on them, if it were asserted, 
and plauflibly ahowc, that the suppo&ed inapiration, the assumed 
authority for the falee syatem, really commandB the natural ; 
ridicidcB, forbids, and denounces any opposed to it, and calla the 
npholders of the false, the authors of all the miseries itK 
adherents are liable to. Where the error ia very great, the 
position tho supporters and leaders of the Mse system are 
placed in, ooidd only be got out of by degrading confeasion of 
error, or by utter denial of the natural &yBtem, and by fierce 
defiance. 

If some thought the book really inspired, and this was a 
contest of the same sature as that represented as dividing the 
two great societies of the universe, Heaven and Hell, the bitter- 
ness and hatred would probably be many times intcnaified. 

Who then has foreseen and foretold these dangers P If they 
are real, it is. lucky the samo authors have also explained the 
remedy or prevention. 

A part of tho alleged danger, cannot well be explained yet^ 
as it would require long discussion, or else to beg the queatioa of 
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iuman or superbiimBii origin of the book, vihich must firat be 
agreed on, as on it depends whetlier the eymbollBm be interpreted 
in a human, or superhmaaD sense. Not exatitlj that the interpretB- 
tion would differ, but its value would. To show also whether or 
not we have reached the stage in civilization contemplated by the 
^Biblical autboFB as dangerous, would require taking for granted 
muob aa yet unproved, the interpretation of & great deal of 
■ymbolical language, the determiaation of what they considered 
the fligng of the times, of what wa should consider auch, etc. 

I The probability that only works teaching the natural eystem 
of Hociety will be univeraaUy received by intelligent beings has 
been already diacnased: what has just been asserted concerning 
tho Bible, if demonstrated, would probably give it the pre- 
eminence over all works teaching Natural Social Science, and 
consequently over oU other books whatever on the subject. No 
other book we know of, beHongs to, or records tho experience of, 
^ft a ciyiKzatLon higher than any we have other record of. No 
^^ other boot renders every system but its own impossible aa a 
permanency ; or ahowa how to form one whicli shall be secure and 
permanent, giving also to every individual all the enjoyment of 
life that natural laws permit of. No other book neceaaitatea 
and requires eo high a development of all our faculties to com- 
prehend it thoroughly ; nor does any other satisfy that hankering 
felt by many, after a glimpse into the universal Society of Spirits ; 
this and this only draws a picture of such society, auoh that once 
contemplated it is impossible to conceive, from all WO know of 
the physical imiverae, etc., how the society could bo otherwise ; 
that is as far as the sketch is vouchsafed to us. If such society 
exists, then, this is probably the best account of it we possess, 
whether given by it, or deduced by profound thought and study 
of Nature. 

To conclude, it ia hoped the foregoing will give some idea of 
the nature of tho Science, and of the various problems proposed 
to be discussed and proved one way or the other. There will he 
a vast number of such problems to solve : the main ones being,, 
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WTiat system is the beet for harmonizing men in their efforta to 
procure all posaitle wealtli find happiness from Nature ? And 
doee a book professing to teach that system really do so, and on 
what authority? In uimlng at such a acliemc, it is not on. a 
book, or on any tradition, written or otherwise, that men must 
rest the foundation of their government and happiness, but on 
what are unquestionably divine laws (if such esist), namely, those 
of Nature iind of their omti minds and bodies, and they must 
themeelvea determine the scheme they wiU adopt by their own 
powers ^natural, or divinely given) for so doing. Even if they 
chooae a. book, or any form of tradition as their guide, and after- 
wards UBB it only, still they must firat use thoir powers of choice, 
and select for bobqo reason. They may try to chooae without 
reasoning, but the attempt will only result in false reoBoning. 
In reality, men do not choose their foundation, tliey cannot 
help building on Nature ; all they can do is to determine whether 
their building shall be fimily attached to Nature or not, grow 
from it, so to epciik, or be as separate ae possible, resting on it 
simply without any attachment. Curious, none can perceive the 
irony of the Bible : bmid how you will, your structures rest on 
Nature ; all the choice you have, is whether your building shall 
be capablo of resisting' Nature's storms or not. You can select 
your place in Nature,, but whether it shall be in Nature or not 
you cannot select, try how you will; in trying to reject all 
connection with Nature, you can only so far auececd m to make 
your structures very insecure. 

In their attempt to form a perfect social scheme, men. would 
compare ideas and study each other's works as well as Nature. 
As long as any book was hold better than others, it wuul<l be the 
standard work; if considered divine, great attention would be 
paid to it as an exposition of Nature, and as possibly eolving 
problems otherwise undeterminable. But surely a book might 
be human ; the proof, some think the Bible so : but the works of 
Nature cannot be human, at least no man we have heard of con- 
sidered them BO. Therefore a doubt might refer to the book. 
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none to the works of Nature. Surely we should judge tlie took 
by Nature, not Nature by the book. Our Bible itself says tUia 
is how the standard should be applied. Most religions ap- 
parently judge the otber way. They measure the known laws 
of the Creator by disputed ones, the Used by tho uucertEun : bo 
that if they do not tally, one set of bis laws must be in opposition 
to another act, and one, indisputably his, muat be altered. On 
the writer'a supposition (the Biblical he afHrma), the doubtful 
}ias to be judged by the known, and if they do not agree, the 
doubtful must be rejected as not truly divine ; a dkiTorent result 
to opposing two seta of supposed divine lawsj and altering that 
which is most certainly bo. 

As to inspiration: supposing an infinite Society of Spirits 
exists in the nnivorse, the science of uniting thom into one 
httnnonioua whole and preventing endleaa diaputes, ware and 
liaery, ete.j etc. — the science of governmeat, ia especitdiy that 
which woidd concern tho Supreme or highest power, Eyery 
individual uLight know his own busiaeas, but to determine the 
^^Telatious of eaeli to all others, he must know ulso tho busineag, 
^Ka»ture, etc., of all othera, an impossibility for a finite being. 
^BEence if the Infinite gave a revelation to his created spirits on 
^H any subject, it would probably be about the government, or on 
^H social science. Hence a possibility of such revelation existing. 
^P Of courscj when there might be strong induoementa tcfsome to 
" persuade ottors to yield part of their rights, any pretended 
^_ revelation would excite suspicion. If a more clumsy contrivance, 
^m it would sooner or later be detected, by comparing ita aascrtions 
^B with what was known. As long aa it could not be proved false, 
^^ it would command attention and respect, from the possibility of 
^— its author being the Supreme, and from the certainty of the 
^B author knowing more of the subject than the examiner, or the 
^B ^ttor would detect (he errors of the more igaorant, A work on 
^^ an iraportaut subject, by one who knows more than, his readers, 
must always interest ; true or false, it will probably teach somo- 
thing, at least ideas. But if it professes to regulate all our 
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riglitB, pleasures, etc., it would always be reeeived with muoh 
caution. 

If suet a work exiBtecl in the universe, bo much of it might 
be coDHminicated to a finite world, or society like oura, a.s 
coQcemed it. 

It ia DOW asBerted then, the Bible aurpaaaea all treatises on the 
Hubjectitproffisses to teach. It pretends also to Divine authority: 
thie pretence is on trial. This assertion has not yet been 
demonstrated, or all reaBoaing men would accept the Bible as 
their standard ; it has not been disprovedj or none would. Very 
aevere tests, indicated by th© book itself, are now offered which 
have never hitherto been tried. But eneh trial should not be 
made in a corner, but fati-ly and openly before all men. All 
nations and all sects ehoidd bo requested to watch the trial ; for 
all are intcTested therein. 
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SUMMAEY OF THB PRECEDING-. 
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The present pampMet only introdoctory, page 7, Tlie author 
deaircs to submit to the public hia discovery of a HRience pre- 
tending to be auperhumaa, found by obtaining the cIub to the 
aymboIiG or mystic portions of Scripture, 7-9, Tlie Scriptures 
far more geufirally allegorical than uaaally supposed, 9, 

The eecond or concealed meaning teaches the acienco of 
Society, Politics, or iStatecraft, founded on Natural or UniTeTsal 
principles, 9. Some remarkB on what is Natural, 10-12. 

Much has to be considered before accepting the Bibk as a 
social ^ide for all, IS. 

The euppoBition which ie the groundwork of eTery professing 
rerelation; on which all religious eecta agree, 13. Division of 
mankind into accepters and rejecters of reyelationj 13. 

"Wht'tber there be an Author of Nature or not ; whether He 
has TETftakd bis wiU or not : Nature must be the foundation of 
all real social aience, 14. Unlikely Nature's Author would giro 
creatorea a system of laws opposed to natural laws ; the need 
of proving would res,t with those who asserted He had done 
BO, 14, 15. Any professing revelation teaching Nature would by 
rational beings be preferred to any not teaching Nature, 15. 

Unlikely there would be Itto revolations teaching the same 
thing-, 15. 

What is a Revelation. P The common meaning at present 
accepted, 16. 
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AH human treatises on social Bcie-nce would be on natural 
thoories : oulj such could include aU the varietiea of iiitelleChLal 
beinga, 17. The Bible adTocating Nature has the advojitage 
over all treatises not advocatiiig it, 17, IS, Aasettioos separating 
it from other treatiaes teaching Nature, 18-27. 

It contains a higher and difTorent Hyetem to that now taught, 18. 
Attempts to give an idea of the relation between the higher 
inoTvledge, and the allegory ia ■wMcb it is wrapped, 18-22. 
The three states estating in the imiverse, and explanation of 
the apparent contradictiooa in the Bible, 21-22, 

If the book really contains thia wonderful knowledge, it can 
only be accounted for in two ways ; inspiration, or a very high 
tiTilizatioa Iq pre-higtoric times, 93-24. The Bihle asaerts, a 
bar ovists to the pcrmaaeucy of all civilizations not on the 
natural system, 24. If the work of an ancient civilization, it 
wafl by a few survivora of a society which p&risbed according to 
the law they have recorded, 24-26. The probable nature of aach 
law partially explained, 25. 

ConeluBion, 27-30. If a revelation exists at all, it would 
probably be on social science, 29. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 



"What follo^vsj according to cuatom, should perhaps rather be 
a preface, bat ae prefaces often require readers to know the 
contents of their writer's book, and as this postscript especially 
does so, it la placed, where only it caa be fully intelligible, at 
the end. 

The knowledge alluded to in the preceding, and all the writer 
has acquired hy his discoveries, and desires to communicate to the 
public, has been utterly roiused and rejected as far as lies in the 
power of thoae who should represent the public in such matters. 
If the discoverer had been, as he might have teen, a penniless, 
unknown, aad helpless man ; if he had, as many discoperara 
have, made hia discoveries secluded in some back attic, regardlesB 
of, and unregarded by, the outside world, and if, wbea he had 
spent hia last shilling in perfecting his work, he had issued forth, 
fondly imagining the glory and wealth he waa about to acquire, 
and the honour with which any publisher would receive a dis- 
coverer, and the enthuaiuBm with which he would undertake to 
publish for him; if he had been such, the public ma-y leet 
asaured the&& discovoriea would ii.ever have stCQ the light. 
Had he even hud personal friends capable, by their position 
and influence, of assisting in every way, and getting hia sup- 
poaed discoveries properly examined and puhliahed, if found 
daserving of notice, it would not have Bufficed. The preecnt 
writer had such, and they utteriy refused liim any assistance, 
refused any examination of what he had done, and moreover, 
refused any iutroductloua to gentlemen of influence or science 
known to them, who might have examined the work, or asaisted 
to publish, had aasiBtance been needed. AH publishers to whom 
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the author applied also refused to unclertake the work, or even 
to examine it, or get it examined. 

Of courae the idea will at once arise that the writer was either 
extremely unfortunate in hia selection of advisera, etc., or ao 
evidently ineane, that ixo one would pay him any attention. 
When the time comes, and the writer haa leave, to mention the 
namee of those fi-om whom, he asked counsel and aid, it will 
readily be seen hia choice was not unfortunate. They were all 
gentlemen of high education, men of the world, of varions 
opinions, but none of them bigoted ; gentlemen whose introduc- 
tion would alwayis have secured a patient hearing for those they 
introduced. Tho pubUsherH whom, the writer eoosulted were oU 
alao of the highest etandiag. The writer conaiderod hefore ho 
asked them, and considers still, that theso gentlemen represented 
feirly the highest tone of public opinion ; and that the fault, if 
there be any, exietB not in them, but in society ; in public opinion 
itaelf. 

In England, the writer, as aoon aa the eubject of his diacoveries 
was mentioned, received a calm, gentlemanly,' hut absolute refusal 
to look into the matter. The mention of the subject was treated 
as any accidental word or aot of indecency might be treated ki 
compaTiy ; ail would go on with what they were about aa if they 
had not noticed it : as if pretending to discoveries was only 
the occupation of begging impostera, and uaed-up scamps. No 
reason given, no question permitted. Englishmen require it to 
he taken for granted that they are actuated by the purest motives 
and guided by the clearest intellects, and allow no allusion to any 
otiier epringB of action. Foreigners more frequently allow that 
ordinary human motives of interest guide them, and interfere 
with extreme purism. 

Unable therefore, either to obtain assistance, or a reason for 

ifci refusal, the writer had recourse to America. The AmericaD^ 

leas pnide than hia own countrymen, very fairly stated the gr.^t 

objection. They agreed with aa opinion, that had been expressed 

• Witl ona eiGflption. 
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ig England, tbal no puMisber iirould undertake the >rork, aad 
tftifft no learned society, or any other, would in any way oasist it. 
They acknowledged freely that, simply as s rfiecoT'ery, it would 
nofc be- taken up ; the matter rested entirely with publiahers ; 
tha* pablisMng diaeoveries uaually involved considerable ontlaji ; 
(hat they had no idea befofe-band how it would be rewjeivcd by 
the public; public opinion on such things often deceived them; 
Ur ais» took time for the public to judge a totally new madter; 
it would bo time, even if successfiil, before such a work begaa 
to bavG a run. In aueb matters the discoverer must undertake 
oU the risks, and find aAl the money, oa the first outlay might 
long lid idle. 

A poor man, then, could not publish sucb a diecoveiyP 

Ko, he could not. 

l^n if it were really of importance to mankiud P 

No ; for the benefit of a discovery is remote ; it will only be 
received after conHiderable timo and opposition ; the expense of 
publishiQg ia immediate. 

Here, then, is a practical and rational reason, although the 
prudery of the English could not lay it bare, as it involves the 
Aonfesaion that, if the discovery really is an addition to man's 
knowledge, some one i^ burkiug it, and it might be necessary to 
mquire with whom the responsibility of bo doing actually reet*. 
Againf for every real discovery there are probably ten thousand 
pretenders, or exalters of trifles into mattera of importance, so 
the chances are perhaps ten thousand to one in favour of yoiw 
only ffiiubbing a pretender instead, of stopping real progress : still 
this IB not quite satiafactory to the mind; in eearching for jewels 
^e rubbish must be rejected, and men cannot progress if each 
step in advance is to be prevented. It ia evidently better to 
examine ten thoiiBand pretenders than to lose one really great 
discovery. In religious mattera especially it is probable the 
pretending discoverer is either knave or fool j but even here the 
mind caunot be quite satisfied with itself that dismisses the 
ibiitt«r with pooh-pooh. For if true, the matter relates to the 




36 



will of the Supreme himself, eitlier affirming it, or sliowmg it 
has been fidsoly affirmed: here the cliancea may indeed be ten 
milliooa to one, still if the thing turns out triae, the mind feels 
ao excuse whatever for refuaiag a heariag gbu be Talid. An 
innate fear of etarting troublesome consideratioiiB like these may 
make men of the world dismiaa many subjects from their minds, 
vithout reflectioii ; they might not know when to stop, and too 
much time might be wasted from the ordioary business of life. 
Still, evidently, Bomething must be wrong if is a highly civilized 
country hke ours, owing its advancement and wealth to the 
diacoveries. of past ages, a profeasing discoverer not only can 
get no enquiry or opportunity for publishing, but as such, 
and aimply as such, J3 considered an object of pity and con- 
tempt, if not worse, and most certaiuly would injure his oth^r 
prospecte of success in life by the reputation of being a little bit 
oracked. 

In the ahsGUCB of any public machinery for seeing that no 
really important diecoveriea are lost, iu a ease where insanity or 
imposture might be auspeeted, it seemed to the author, that the 
beet way would be to rcqueet those who knew him to esamine 
the matter quietly or get it examined ; they could then vouuh 
for his honeaty, sanity, and the rcaaonablenesa of his views., etc., 
or the contrary. Men of influence, or publishers, might look 
into a matter ao sifted, whilst evidently thoy can hardly enquire 
into &il pretensions, But all euch enq^uiry was absolutely re- 
foaed ; the writer 1*3 now tiying to lay the matter before the 
public at his own risk and responsibility, without having had the 
opinion of a single human being upon it. 

Now it is necessary to the author's object to force public 
attention to it : and as some of the important wc^rks he con- 
templatea may require aid, and the attention of the learned, 
b(?forc general publiealiou, ho must combat the rcasona for beiug 
K'i'iiBL'd examination. It is evident none of tlio above reasons 
«in bo put forward; fjr, Uke many things in this world, they 
will not bear c^lose investigation ; they are really ind&fen^tbhh 
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The world's leaders must always be assumed rigbt ; tlia beftt way 
is to check any arguraent, but if forced to show cause for any 
aeta, of course plauaible and defensible reasons must ba given. 
In the present instance there ie a reason which would justify 
treating any one with crashing pity or contempt, namely, the 
eyident irrationality of his views: self-evident insanity ia of 
courao a valid reason for refusing enquiry, also aueh reason 
would not be openly given to the enquirer- This reason then 
the writar must try to combat. 

What is insanity ? The writer has no intention of determin- 
ing questions of science; but before being finally snuffed out as 
insane, be may surely ask his accusers what they mean by 
ineenity, ao that at least he may have a chance of avoiding the 
appearance of it. Is hii^ idea of it at all near the truth f 
Insanity, irrationality, absence of reason ! Reason, ratio ; 
taentally, the power of seeing the proper relations and pro- 
portions, etc., of things to each other. A sane raind, one that 
can form, or take to itself, a distinct standard for Its own 
guidance, and can adhere to it when takeu, or if found faulty 
Ot impracticablB, change it for a better. An insane mind, on the 
contrary, is powerkss to measure correctly by its own sUudardj 
or to perceive that its standard is faulty ; it asserts it has a rule, 
affirms it acta according to it, yet constantly acts in the most 
grotesque opposition to it. For instflnce, a being affirms it 
worships the Author of Nature, the ordainer o( the laws of 
Nature, yet teaches that resisting and etifiing the laws of Nature 
is virtue. 

A man affirms that the lawa of Nature are the laws of God, and 
obediencG to the laws of God will procure happiaess; dis- 
obedience, misery; and that the laws of God are to be admired 
and studied : yet teaches hia children only the works of dead 
men who wrote at a tim:e when lesa was known of Nature than 
now, and does not teach them even the laws relating to their 
own bodies; and when disease and misery come, from Ignorance 
of, and dinobedienice to^ such laws, he teaches them simply 
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«oarage ind eu^HniBBiein to the irill of the Almigfatj, vfaoM 
dsidiags with hia iiut^llectual creatures he s&ya are iuacmtabk- 

8ome men affirm that goFernment is a science Teqairing great 
tBleots, and tthat it ia of vast importa.nee to -&.& happiness of 
mitUoos depending en it. Such men would ridicule you, if you 
a»k«i why the deacendfints of grecit artists, of Titians, Michael 
AngeloB, etc., were not made hereditary artists with eKclusive 
pmilegea, y«t think It guita ratioaal 'thst the d&acend&nta «f 
utateamec, generale, etc., should be made hereditary rulers rf 
mankind. Do they imagine the Almighty is to give the great 
tailent of ruling only to euch familiGs as men choose to aeleot 
fiwm- it must be ua, for they wonder at the groat ealamitioB 
wludb com« upon oiiiakind, and puzzle orar th>i3 mystfiriaoa ways 
of E^yidence. 

Again, some call the moral goToniment of the Almighty 
iBseriit^e, and say th«ire is no comprehending why things 
lutppen as they do ; religion ia a mystery, etc., etc. ; apparently 
injuring much in such matters is beyond the greatest intellects, 
and therefore what ia to bo learned at &I1 will be obtaitted 
probably only by the highest human efforts. Yet no paina are 
tsken to select the greatest inteUecta and induce them to turn 
ttwir attention to such diffioultiei. A iew old men meet and lay 
thMT hasda on a young one ; and then all the imconsecrated are 
BKpeotod to be guided in such matters by him, as if the old mca 
had ihen created a groat intellect, whereas the young man hat 
simply been crammed with the writings of those who could not 
themselves solve the difficulties, and is perfectly unfit by natural 
talents to cope with them himself. Meanwhile, men with 
great natural aptitude for such matters are not even educated at 
idl. Yet men wonder at the ways of ProTideoce, and that Um 
lets mea continue in such luists about euch mattera. 

The above will illustrute the writer's meaning of a mind taking 
up a standard but being unable to measure by it. If, howovar, 
they are iqataoci^^ <d perfect reason, he coofessss his own im- 
tdAoBlity. 
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Nvw for the insanity of the author's own assertions, which ar* 
treated as bo evidently iiratioDBl ^ to he unworthy of attention. 
Xhe public can partly jadgi> them from the preo&ding t&ai : they 
may be pat in a few words as followe. He afiirmB: 

If there be a Creator, the laws of Nature are hia laws. That 
intellectual beings being part of Nature and depaadant on it 
must form their society and social laws in harmony with natural, 
or GwI'b, laws. 

That there are not two contradictory aete of laws for the same 
wclety. 

That if the Creator has given any repealed laws, they are not 
antagonistic to the groat primitive Laws of the universe. 

Whether inspired or not, our Bible commands strict obedisnoe 
U>, find atudy of, Naturo ; forbids and denounces any departure 
from Nature, and any Hystem repugnant to Nature's laws ; 
itating that all such Bystems can only be temporary, and that 
natural laws will eventually destroy such. 

What is unadaptcd for baginnerB, or for those who are erring 
ignorantly or wilfully, it teachefi wrapped m allegories, etc. 
which in their plainer meaning convey lessons adapted to 
beginners, etc. 

Are such sssertions bo evidently insane as to preclude all 
fnrther question ? Is there no poasibility that here may lie the 
chi0 to difficultiee hitherto insurmountable P Or does the 
insanity consist in saying that, after yeare of study and thought, 
the clue to the allegories, etc., has been found ? Apart from, in- 
■piration, has the assertion no interest for the historian and the 
•.ntiquary f 

The writer has dwelt on this, lu what other excuse could 
civilised men have for refusing examination of a pfetended 
discovery of importance, but the evident insanity of the pre- 
tender? Fiilsebood, etc., etc., ajKtrt from insanity or absurdity, 
could only be detected by examination. The public will have to 
consider this rejection ; and this tofeing for granted that pretecd- 
ing ditoovetcra are necessarily worthless persons. On any other 
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Hubject the writer miglit for bis own interest Bubtnit to figbt bis 
discoveries into notice : in discussing wtat may, or may not, be 
the will of the SupremQ, he doea not intend tlie disciission should 
be carried on by the most wortbloBs, either aocially or mentally, 
of mankind J and whilst he is ao regarded, all that he thinka 
moat important will remain in his own keeping. 

More ; It is possible it must remain there, whatever he bimself 
may wish. For the Bible authors appear to have conaidered 
natural blesaiugs important, and discoverers, of those who show 
others the way to obtain auch bleaslugs, aa therefore themselves 
important. They have, moreover, so conveyed and involved their 
knowledge, that for men to get at the first elements of it requires 
80 much patient reasoning, ao much explanation, so much atten- 
tion, in fact, to the first teachers of it, aa is never liliely to be 
granted to one auporlatively despised. Despisers of discoverers 
are never likely to obtain tbia knowledge, which is intended only 
for tho highly civilized ; such, can hardly despise disGovery. 
Amongst other ■qmioiis things connected with the Bible, is that 
it carri^ out its own maxim, "Oast not, etc. :" its higher science 
can only be givon to those who have reacbed a certain degree of 
civilization ; or at any rate only to those who are really anxiooa 
to learn, whicL is pcrhapa aa good a test of real civilization aa 
any other. 

The Bystem now about he presonted to mankind^ la that called 
by the Bible authors, " The Stronger." The authors, whether in- 
spired or not, believed Nature would ultimately disarm and con- 
quer any other system, however strong. The final contest between 
them is now about to commence, whether to bo attended witb 
great trouble or not rcmnina to be seen : in one thing, the 
prognostication of its sudden and unexpected commencement, 
the Biblo writers were certainly right. Commenced it b&s. 
The simplo assertion that "Nature ia conmanded" ie enougb; 
all the wisdom and all the power of earth will not prevent that 
simple assertion from arreating attention, and leading to ito 
natural results. One of which will probably be, requiring tlia 
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teacners of non-natuxal systems to demonfitrata their authority, 
or to abow rational renetma for their adoption. 

The writer will conclude with a Hunun.ary of what the Bible 
itself eeeiDS to say upon this subject. 

"The second or deeper meaning is important, and must not 
1)6 received careloaaly ; it is dangerous, supplying ideas of 
government, society, etc., which, though well adapted to advanced 
ds, would, if given to infants, produce an unnatural and 
horribly corrupt state. It was intended that this aecond meaniDg 
should not be immediately understood by those to whom the 
book waa given, but be deduced by deep thought (which is 
commanded, and requisite aa preparative), and when ita readers 
were otherwiae somewhat advanced. When they are thua 
advanced, thtsu is the time of danger; when new and etrango 
ideas will be communicatefl to men generally, and the change 
moHt be made from the old to the new aystem ; from infancy to 
manhood. The criisis being thus important, the Bigns of its 
approach and its dangers., and the remedies against them, are 
described. Men must tiy to ohtain tho advantagea, and aTotd 
the perils of the change." 

Ilenco the present preliminary address. For professing to 
have obtained this knowledge, is professing that the so-called dan- 
gerous period haa arrived. That it is really dangerous, or that it is 
;eTen a crisis, i* not now asserted ; it would bg begging the very 
question which has to be discussed. The writer la merely, aa 
the Book directs, calling attention to the importance it attaches 
to this knowledge ; asking it beforehand, that the arguments 
may receive due attention from the commencement. Even if 
falae, he still thinks the matter desorvoa attention, for in thia 
case, being the work of a curious ancient philosophy, it might 
throw some light on the study of antiquity. 




WARNING; 

THE BEGINNING OP THE END. 



AN ADDRESS TO THE JEW& 



PREFACE. 



What follows is 9dded by the advice of my publishen, who 
consider that in presenting anything, whatever its qaality, to bo 
important a personage as the Public, a certain quantity must at 
least be offered. It was my intention, had Christians absolutely 
refused me a hearing, to present my plans of the Scripture 
edifices, etc., to the Jews to do as they pleased with. And in 
any case, I intended to address that commimity specially, as 
what I am about to attempt seems specially to interest thenL 
Such an address I intended publishing with my next essay, 
but may as well give it now; altered a little for present 
purposes. It contains a few repetitions of what has already 
been said, but not sufKoient to necessitate remoulding it. 



ADDHESS TO THE EDUCATED OF THE 
JEWISH COBOnTNITY. 



^ 



The writer desires to call tlie attention, of tte Jewiali learned 
to thiBi and tte ottor works he proposes pubHshing. They 
relate to the secret meaning, or allegoiy interpretation, of th^ 
Berrptures, aad to mattera which he faQci^ should not only 
interest their thinkers, hut may practically even influence thai 
natron generally. 

Chriatiana, tike the Jewa, profesaedly worship the Creator; 
but the writer holds that their religion ia really a modification 
of ancient idolatries, and that they worship practically, not the 
Creator, but a man. Many ChnBtian ideas, now prevailing in 
Kciety, and adopted by the Jews also, are not Biblical, and were 
not originally Jewish ; they a.re intended ae pleasing^ to t^e 
Almighty regarded as a man, ond with human desirGB, thoughts, 
etc., but have no refeTence to the Supreme, regarded as the 
Cteator ; that ia, as the Author of Nature, and Nature's laws. 

The present writer certainly differa jfixm the Jewe, in regBTding 
"the New or Christian Scripturca aa really a continuation of the Old 
or Jewish. He dcclinea himself to affirm whether the whole 
■was inspired, or wag the wort of some eohool or sect, which 
worked at it for several generations ; but he offers, by laying 
before the public the real or deep meaniDg of the Scripturea, to 
famish data, by etodying which a rational and final concluaion 
may be hoped for. He coLfiiders the question one which m«n 
I should now try seriously to settle. Christians seemingly shirk 
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doing 80, tlie uneducated believing it impious to try; the 
intereated confirming their belief: the educated, being mostly 
infidelj will net amongst Iheniselvea diecuss eeriouBly such Bclf- 
evidcnt {m they think) ahaurditics aa the Scripture narratiree ■ 
and miracles ; ■whilst openly denying all revelation, religion, 
etc., involves too many practical difficulties, in ruling men'a 
minds, etc., to permit them to do so. The latter then professedly 
believe, but will not argue; they think all ia Buperatition, but 
do not lite the ftltcTnatiTe' of opeQ infidelity. 

The Writer agrees ivith the Jews, that "whether inspired or 
not, the Bible teaches and commands the worship of the Creator, 
and of Him only : of the Creator as the Author of Nature, and 
therefore commands Dbedience to Nature, and Nature's laws; 
and the study of Nature, that is of God's worka and laws. 

The Bible doe& not command obedience to a Bet of laws which 
are antagonistic to Natural laws. The Creator does not, ac- 
cording to it, give his rational creatures two opposing sets of 
laws to obey at the same time. The Bible commands nothing 
opposed to Nature. The apparent contradictions consist mostly 
in this, — much of, perhaps all, the Bible ia symbolic ; the present 
received teaching ia adapted to the wants of an infant or semi- 
civilization, whitih, infant like, rather required poaitire guiding 
rules than profound reasoning and gencmlizations, whicb would ■ 
have been incomprehensible to it. This teaching, simple in one 
sensG, is allegorical in another, and by interpretation, gives the 
profound aenao, rules, etc., adapted to much higher minds and a 
more advanced civilization. 

This science ia that of politics or government, or of the relations 
of intellectual beings living in society, and professes to ho that 
which regulates the whole universe of Spirits ; as much of it, 
that ia, as concerns ub, the infant intellects of a small world. 

The Book asserts a time will come when the whole human 
race will adopt one religion or social system, and that that 
system will bo the Natural one; that is, founded on the laws of 
Nature, whieli aro the laws of Nature's Creator, And that no 
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othor aystem trill be tolerated: Nature will purify itaelf, oi 
destroy aU others. 

Upon the supposition that the Biblical syetem ia aheolutely 
and purely Natural, it appeared to the writer that it might be 
possible to recover the long loat plana of the Scripture edifices, 
etc., for iaataaco the Temple. If the problems set are perfect ; 
if the nature of the wood atti atone and other materials used is 
all accurately conceived, and the moasurementa, etc., all in true 
mathematical or naturid proportions, and each step leads 
naturally to the neit and determines it, and man's faculties, the 
laws of his mind and the mode in whicb he would work in 
restoring such plana, all perfectly foreknown, then, however 
difficult the problema may be, still, it might he poaaible to obey 
the very evident command to attempt aolviug them. If the 
plans are merely the designs of conceited ignorance, or the 
whima of some fanatic sect; even if the scanty data afforded 
indicated the first step in advance, we should probAbly find only 
increased confusion, instead of clearer indicationa of how to 
proceed, as we should expect in a rationally set problem. 

[The 1136 in making the attempt would be this ; if the Bible is 
allegorical, eo probably are the sacred edificea, and if the Bible 
teaches sodal acience, probably these edifices in their parts, 
fittings, etc., Bymholize society and its parts, etc., and by 
poBaesaing them we should have two aeta of allegory, writings 
and visible etructurea ; by comparing which we should probably 
more easily arrive at the moaning of each, — especially when we 
are told that Nature ia the foundation of the whole system ; and 
consequently, if the book is the work of educated minds, wo 
might always expect guidance from comparing our deductions 
drawn from it, with others derived from Natural laws, Wo 
f^eek these phins, then, to aid us in. deciphering the great social 
DT political system the Bible authors profess to give us. 

Now, if mioh acheme really exists in the Scripture-a, we ahould 
expect, on elucidating it, cither to see clearly that it was simply 
human philosophy, or if we could not prove this, it must at least 
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be wonderfully profound and true to Nature, and well worthy of 
study, even if not inspired. On the latter supposition, it might 
be that Bystem which is to fulfil the hop« that all nations will 
eventually adopt the same ayatem. 

It might also fulfil thn promiae of reatoring the Jews to re- 
ligious equality, in the opinion of other nationa adopting the 
Bible aa their guide; for if the Scriptures ore allegorical, the 
Christian accusation that the Jewa murdered the Son of Gon 
may fall to the ground. Thus, the thing bGing an allegory, the 
Jews merely committed the crime of murdering a man (whoever 
he may really hare been), and it is in fact in thia material and 
idolatrous sense that the Ohriatiana accuse them. The only 
differeuce in their crime, and that of putting to death any other 
individual, being the blunder of not detecting the importance 
of the person they kilLed ; much as if people, fancying they were 
kiUiag a bI&vs, found out they had killed a powerful emperor's 
son, who had wished to benefit thera. If it is all allegory, the 
crime might typify the violation of the great laws of Nature, or 
of the government of the Creator ; and its consequences, those 
Hure to fall oa such as neglect and disobey the precepts cf 
Nature. Thus it might turn oat that the Jewa, put to symbolize 
mankind generally,' had merely be«n guilty of ordinary murder 
(supposing the events real, a thing to be proved), whilst men 
generally had been guilty of the far greater crime or stupidity 
of acting contrary to Nature's laws, and forfeiting the benefits 
Nature's rule would confer on monkind. 

Either wayt is not the matter worthy the attention of learned 
Jews P If scientific research proves the whole Scriptures mere 
fable, evidently the Jews are, religiously, no more guilty than 
otherB. If it tuma out that the Bible is a vast allegory, teaching 
natural social science, almost the only suppositioa which can 
now satisfy men's minds, then the Jewa only perfonoed figura- 
tively what the whole human race ure constantly performing in 

^ Tlie writer is not now GSpluining ipwiul symbols, and does not asacrt t^at thu ia 
eswUr what the Jtws we put for. 
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r reality. Either way, the present nhsuTd reproach agaioat the 

t Jews will "be remoTetl. 

I It ia alfiD ciirioug to otservei, that, M foretold, the Jews would 
l>e restored to their just poaitioQ fit the time when men gen-erally 

• are broug-ht to the true or natural Byatem : or else destroyed I'or 

I not receiving it. 

I The Jews will easily perceive the present writer considers 

[the Bible intended for, and addressed to, the whole human race; 
an idea far more consonant to iU coming from the Creator, than 
that of ita being only intended for the deacendante of a single 
family. 

On the question of authorship, inspiration, etc., the writer 
declin&a to give hiu opinion ; these aud all tlie important 
prohlems connected with ao-called religious auLjects rauat some 
day be ratio-nally and eerioufily inYestigated, and remOTed from 
the domain of superstition to that of actence ; and why not now ? 

I Now, that we are hegiuning to comprehend enough of Nature to 
Bee our way to examine such qestiouB rationally^ and with HOme 
kope of fin fti success. 
£at the writer must protest against the determiriatioa of 
many, not to examine the question of miraclee, etc. ; the 
J educated aaying the questions are too absurd to be argued at all; 
^■"whilBt the superstitious say it ia infidel and impious to do so. 
^■Some may gay these questions have been argued; practically, 
^" the writer denies it. He does not count mere advocacy argument, 
and the peeviah childlike pleadings on either eid& are totally 
^■difTerent from real ecientiiic research, euch as is required to 
advance any other science, or firom those who are not advoeating, 
^ bat Btudying and learning. 

^f Now, on this subject of inspiration, and on the actual influence 
of superhuman intellects in human affairs, Ha there such influence ? 
It is evident, in trying to master religious problems, and reduce 
them to science or positive knowledge, we should, if Bucceesful, 
detect the action of Spirits, if such really esist. Or our attempt 
^fes to unmask higher beings, and prove whether they eiist, eto. 
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■ by the auppoeition of their beings higher, we cannot expect 
to untnask them against their own wishes. Again, if ever they 
act at all, we could nevisr expect them to act more decidedly 
than at the moment of unmasking their esistenoe and action. 
To Hay we could defeat them by superior mental power, or catch 
them at an unguarded momont, !s ovi^Jently to beg the question. 
For the writer therefore to affirm that he is conscious of Spirit- 
influence whilst pursuing hia di&coveri&aj or that he is poaitive 
that none has been exerted, would, either way, be to beg- the 
question, and to render further argument useless. For it would 
Bimply be to assert what one party already belieTeB, and needs no 
proof of, whilst it would utterly disgust the other side, who 
would deeline reasoning with one begging the question. He 
may, however, he hopes without offencBf poeitiyely state that 
however the Spirit-influeace has been exerted, it Laa not been so 
as to save the author the trouble of thinking, and if it has 
rendered it possible for him to acquire his present knowledge, it 
has certainly not made it easy. As the course of such researches 
may itself be considered part of the argument, as enabling mea 
to judge for themaelvea, if Spirit-inflaence exiBtB or Dot* oud 
how it acts, etc. (for on no occasion ehould we more espect it), 
the author intends in time to submit each course to the learned. 

The writer has little doubt, but that the deep meaning of the 
Bible, BxaminGd and tested by the knowledge of Nature men 
now poaaoss, will eventually enable them to settle the questioiu 
alluded to. 

Jews might object, that if ull false ayatems are to be deatroyed, 
men brought to one system, and the Jews themselves restored to 
their full social position ; it would be by Jewish influence, or by 
some one of Jewish blood. Answer. The writer pretends to 
hAve himself discovered the deep meaning of the Scriptures, 
consequently pretende that no other person can interpret it 
equally well, or he prefcra his own opinion on any point to that 
of any one who has not yet examined' this deeper signification. 
Again, if miracles, etc., are true, apparently after the Jewish 
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family wag fairly separated and organized, rairaoIeB (which any- 
way we ehoulil espect would be employed aparingly. being- 
apparent violationa of the Creator's primary laws) Bcemingly 
"were confined to their race. But miraclas are not that which 
determines a matter, but appeals to that which determines, 
namely, reason ; if the Jews then are ueed as ambaasadoTs to 
mankind gene^a]ly^ that which aecepta or rejects their embassy, 
will Hot he miracles, but reason. Eveu if at the time of final 
acceptance or rejection, the reason itself is divinely guided, yet 
we should expect it would be Gentile, not Jewish reason, which 
would determine the question. The Jewish Bchemo being 
accepted by a Jew, on behalf of the whole of mankind, would 
be an abaurdity. Consequently, if the 6chem.o were really 
divine, the Gentile action would come in at the time of ex- 
amination and uniTeraal acceptance: although tho Jews might 
be the first to accept the reasoning, which would especiiilly 
honour and benefit them. 

Another probable objection may be answered thus : If the 
Sciiptutee really contain a deep or esoteric m&aniQg, it by no 
means follows that the mere scribes or penmen of the text un^ 
derstood, or were even aware of, this second sense. On the 
inspiration-euppoaition, it no more follows they were aware of it, 
than that a messenger bearing a political siecrat ehoiild know the 
real meaning of the meesage he carried : he might not oven 
auspect the appaftntly aimple words of his message were more 
cipher, to be interpreted by those having the proper key. Man's 
worship of the messengers may be aa unmeaning as it would be 
for a Buhject in a foreign country to worship the man bearing a 
secret despatch from hia sovereign, but pay no attention to 
<Ieciphering the despatch itself. Merc idolatry in i'act. Ap- 
parently aome did, and eome did not, know of the deep or real 
meaning : there aje a few undoubted allusions to it, auch that it 
would he difficult to affirm that none knew of it. 

Thia deep knowledge, or the Bible philosophy, then, as far as 
it goes, and ae far aa the present wiiter is capable of judging, is 
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Hot ottlj tlie grandoat intellectual work tliat men poesess, but 
IB absolutely perfect. Each queation it treats of ia carried to tlie 
limits (if not beyond) the humaa mind itself cun go, and ia deter- 
mined, or the different views are compared, as completely as our 
minda are capable of doing. 

In it, hum&TL society, progress- ead ciTilization, are contemplated 
from the earbeet dawn, ap to the time when, having completely 
mastered the natural sciences, or the laws and properties of the 
material "world within their reach, men commence eeriouHly deal- 
ing with the great questions or problema of intellectual beings, 
namely. How to prolong bfe indefinitely j how to place them- 
Belves above material influences ; the possibility of separating 
their mental or tbinking faculties, etc., from the groeaer portions 
of their material bodies, and thus of visiting other worlds, etc. 
It point-8 out the clasa of material influences hy knowledgB of 
which such problems may be solved, apparently affirming that 
they are solvable ; but {the writer may be mistaken) that the 
real difficulty is, not in mastering l^^ature'a B&crets, which might 
be done easily enough^ hut that men will be baffled in their search 
by intellects who already possess this knowledge, and jealously 
watch man's progress, and will always defeat bis attempts, unless 
on certain conditiona. 

Now, if this can be proved, those wi.o wrote out this philosophy 
must either have had actual experience of a eiiTlization which 
had reached the limits men are capable of, or they must have 
had wonderf'ul mental powers to have traced out such a course of 
progreaa beforehand, not only right, as far aa acicnce now goes. 
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but right as far as our science enables us to look forward. 
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fact, if ever society does so advance, we cau hardly conceive it 
otherwise than as stated. 

But not only is the Bible philosophy apparently thus perfeot, 
but it also appears perfect as a teaching. Adapted for the moBt 
child-like or infantile state of society, it lays down, for non- 
reasoners, what appears positive rulea for guidance ; but which, 
M reason develop^s, and the growing mind should think for 




itself, prdportionnJly become less authoritatiTe and less poeitiTe, 

I and diminisli instead of increasing in diatinctness, till tbey 
appear contradictory and untenable, supplying all the idess ad- 
vanced intellccta should possess, but breaking down in the au- 
thority as to which view or law should he our guide, forcing us, 
so fo speak, to think deeply and determine for ourselves. Not, 

I apparently, that the authors had not their own positive opinions, 
or that their opiniona are not diBooverable, but eeemingly they 
Kr& so involved, eO apparently £i'at on one side then on the otberf 
that to determine them will require as thorough an investigation 
of each question aa to determine it from natural principles: the 
H true solution from natural laws and the real opinion of the 
Biblical authors apparently being doterniinablQ about the same 
time. The use of their teaching being thiia, as it were, not to 
give opinions beforehand, but to furnish, their pupils with ideaa, 
H and to indicate the pa.th towards the real solutians. Thus en- 
H couragmg- thought and developing mental power, rather than 
" teaching dogmatically : as the writer ventures to affirm, a far 

higher mode of education. 
B If, then, whilst fumisbiag ideas and different vi«W3, and guid- 
ing to true conclusions, they do not give final reaulta til! they 
thave been well worked out and reasoned by their pupila, this 
itself would be a proof how strongly the Bible authors were 
convinced of the truth of their teaching. This profound think- 
ing is what instructors, who are uncertain of their teaching, 
_ neceaearily discourage. Conscioii& that much that is taught will 
^ not bear auch. strong illumination, they surmount the difficulty 
by appealing to faith, and call reasoning doubting. The present 
writer does not wish aa yet to explain symbols, etc., nor to quote 
from a knowledge known only to himself, aa on such there can 
be no argument ; but he hopes he will not offend by paraphras- 
ing what, he intends hereafter to show, is really drawn from the 
Bible, thus : " Iteason, do not be frightened ; you are afraid 
because you do not beKeve us, and fancy our assertiona will not 
bear too close examiaation. Do not be silly ; to aocept instruo- 
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tioa merely to hoaour your teacher, thinking all the time that 
the lesa you criticiae his doctrines the better, and that you could 
easily show them false, ia really paying him the greatest insult 
aa a teacher you can; it is equal to rejecting him, for rational 
beings would not accept such a teacher unless forced. AYbat ia 
really trus, must eventually appear 80 when thoroughly proved* 
To dread auch proving ia to doubt your informant. If yon set 
to work in a timid cliildieh way you will confuse youraclvea : set 
to work like men ; you will find out nothing we do not wish 
you to know, and what we have written we have intended to he 
uuderatood," Of course it would only do for those who are 
coDscious, at least, of meamng^ truth, thus to appeal to the 
strictest examiuation of deep thinkers. The Bihle does bo appeal. 

In hie next essay, the writer intends to develop© further his 
ideas and plana, and his mode of proceeding. He proposea also 
to give a clearer ittea of the nature of that danger, which he 
calls the bar to our civilization : of that which, the Bible authors 
appear to think, renders all permanent society impossible, except 
what ia founded on their own principlo — Nature. 

■Of Course the writer does not aessrt this himself, or that the 
matter was anything- but a whim, or perhaps phantom, of the 
original author's imagination ; a mere vagary of ancient phi- 
losophy. The writer had not intended to publish this tlU many 
other things had been explained, as professedly the evil is self- 
working, aad has a tendency, once known, to fulfil itself, iso that 
ignorance of it is a temporary security. He wished, first, to 
advance men considerably in the science of natural society, bo 
oa, so to apeak, to have the new house ready before pulling down 
the old. He wished, therefore, the aid of the learned and influ- 
ential in examining these matters, to see whether they we^re 
mere bugbears and deCugiona, or if they reuHy were the danger* 
the Scripture made Out. If the latter, those who could influence 
others might have aasisted in bringing about such neceeaary 
reforms as would have prevented any risk, and have prepared 
men for the so-called dang«Foua knor^ledge which must eoin« 
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-day become known. Such examination find co-operatioD having 
been absolutely refused, the writer bus changed his plane, and 
will now aubniit to tbe general judgment of mankind this sup- 

1 posed dangBToua secret, that ia, as far aa can well be done at 
presBQt, whilst men are utterly ignorant of the symbolic language. 
Seeing the professed danger, men will then, if they think it real, 
probably pay that attention to the meaas for avoiding it they 
would hardly give to one merely asserting the existence of some 
myst-erioua and misty malign influence ; or, if satisfied of its 
unreality, will relieve the present writer from the responsibility 
of judging and acting on what might go concern others, entirely 
on hia own opinion- 
Should any desire to follow oat thie matterj they will probably 
have to assist themselves, at least in the more mechanical laboure: 
for apart from aay allegory, interpretation, etc., the enormous 
taek of peatoriog the plana of such a building as Ezekiel's 
Temple,' — which, even if no models are made, will require many 
hundreds of largr and very accurate plates, many coloured, and 
soma really atudied works of ecience and art. — could hardly be 
accompliahel unaided by a aingile peraon In many years, For, 
aa the minutost details, even the exact spot where each utensil 
was placed is apparently determinable, everything haa to be 
demonatrated : no short labour in euch a building- The same 
with the other sacred structuree. Then as to tbe religious or 
moral teaching, the political, aa the writer would call it : each 
step has to be demonstrated similarly ; to be fought out, in fact, 
because, aa. it differs essentially from received opinions, it ia likely 
to be severely criticised. The difierence, however, is not the 
business of the present writer. He only aseumes to interpret, 
juat aa an antic[uary might decipher any other hieroglyphics- 
Such should try to find the meaning ; not put one of their own. 
It aeems, however^ deciphering ia not to be permitted in this 



' PoBsibiy more Miaplieatcd than SolomOfi'B, differing from it M aa ftichitect's 
ideal might from tha reiU?ation whioh must ba B^pted to circBinrtiwlce*- Tlie ideal, 
pr.Dtablj, would be th.a.t required for tiie purpoaeg of interpreting the Allegorf , 
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particulaT ingtanccj becauBe tlie work to be interpreted ia aup- 
posed by many to contftin tie rules of right and -wiong. AH the 
more reason, the writer would thiiik, foT being' Certain you rightly 
understand ifca author. If, aa nxen aay, it ia to be their guide 
throughout all ages, surely that ia no reason for refusing to 
examine the aasertion that the book is itself progressive, de- 
veloping it8 meaning, etc., proportionally to the intellect and 
ree^rch brought to bear upon it : as the writer thinks, & rery 
wonderful property in a book. 

The writer hopes the aboTO will suffice to attract the attention 
of the Jewish learned to the knowledge he desirea to pubUah. 
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